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and the Southern Marches (page 1)

This catalogue is printed in the UK on FSC paper

Civilised life in the Marches 
would not be the same without 

Logaston Press
    Philip Pankhurst

Logaston Press publishes 
books on local history, landscape, 
archaeology, architecture and a range 
of walk guides – all focused on the 
‘Logaston heartlands’ of the southern 
Marches: Herefordshire, Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, 
Monmouthshire, Radnorshire, 
Breconshire and Montgomeryshire.

Since it was set up in 1983, Logaston 
Press has published 400+ titles, with 
around 120 books currently in print. 
In that time it has gained a dedicated 
following and a reputation for finely 
produced, ethically printed and 
reasonably priced books that are a 
pleasure to own.

Logaston Press is rooted in the people 
and places of the southern Marches. 
We are dedicated to publishing books 
that explore and illuminate this 
extraordinary part of the world – 
for those who live here and beyond

Richard & Su Wheeler, 2026

Barging up the Wye
Tim Ward & Richard Skeet

A comprehensive and richly illustrated history of the once vitally important 
but long-forgotten commercial barges that plied their trade on the River 
Wye. A detailed account of the vessels and goods they carried, the people 
who owned and worked on them, navigation and tow paths, wharves and 
loading places, accidents and acts of piracy. A final chapter tells the story of 
pleasure-boating on the Wye, initiated by the Reverend John Egerton, giving 
rise to the concept of excursions and ultimately the modern tourist industry.  

119 colour illus • 256pp • 242 x 171 mm 
Jan 2026 • ISBN 9781910839775 • PB/ flaps £20.00

Railways of Herefordshire and the Southern Marches
Heather Hurley

‘Heather Hurley demonstrates the importance of the early railways 
in a detailed and accurate account that provides wonderful material 
for future scholars.’ – Christian Wolmar

This book details the railways formed between 1845 and 1900 across 
the counties of Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Monmouthshire, 
Brecknockshire and Radnorshire. The book traces the establishment and 
building of the lines and infrastructure, including stations, bridges and 
tunnels; together with the locomotives and people involved, from wealthy 
investors to hard-working navvies. 

colour and b&w illus • 288pp • 242 x 171 mm 
Jun 2026 • ISBN 9781910839850 • PB £20.00

The Folklore of Worcestershire 
Roy Palmer

This classic book, back in print after 20 years, presents the folklore of 
Worcestershire as a series of themes that embrace landscape, buildings, 
beliefs, the supernatural, work, seasons, people, sport, dance, drama and 
music. Each of the ten chapters can stand alone or be read as a whole, 
offering fascinating nuggets of local knowledge and folklore, and giving 
startling insights into the county’s past, its landmarks and its customs.

Over 200 b&w illus, including music scores • 368pp • 234 x 156 mm 
2005, reprinted Mar 2026 • ISBN 9781904396406 • PB £16.99
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Three Choirs Festival in ten concerts

Simon Carpenter

‘This delightful book is full of such interest, including the fascinating fact that no 
one dared to clap wholeheartedly in a cathedral until 1969.’ – Country Life 

The Three Choirs Festival is the world’s oldest classical music festival, alternating each year 
between the cathedral cities of Gloucester, Hereford and Worcester. This book offers a lively 
illustrated history of the festival through ten landmark concerts of ‘firsts’, offering fascinating 
insights into this historic and much-loved institution.

61 colour & b&w illus • 176pp • 234 x 156 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839751 • PB £12.99

HEREFORDSHIRE

A Brush with the Borders
An Artist’s Year
Kathryn Moore

A Brush with the Borders beautifully illustrates the 
changing seasons during artist Kathryn Moore’s residency 
at Hergest Croft Gardens in north Herefordshire, leading 
the reader through their evolving palette.

Fully illus • 160pp • 210 x 297 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839737 
HB £25.00

Acky, Acky 1, 2, 3!
Playground games and rhymes in Herefordshire & Worcestershire, 1880–2010
John Turrell

This extensively researched book presents an uncensored and comprehensive record of 
children’s games and rhymes across Herefordshire and Worcestershire, from first-hand 
observations and from adults recalling their own childhood. If you ever played Acky 1, 2, 3, 
skipping games or marbles, or said You’re on! to start a game of tag, this book will bring back 
a flood of memories.

21 b&w illus • 288pp • 234 x 156 mm 
2025 • ISBN 9781910839812 • PB £12.99

The Life and Times of Alfrick Suckley
100 stories in 100 words
Christof Meckel-Veal

‘Suckley is a gentle antidote for these dark times. I like his hat.’ – 
Tirley Deerhurst, Post Box Topper Knitting Group

Partly inspired by the place-names of Herefordshire and Worcestershire, this 
collection of 100 wry, funny, heartfelt and sometimes moving fragment-stories 
traces the day-to-day life of a tangible and relateable English eccentric. 
Featuring Suckley’s great-niece Almeley, his neighbour Edith Stoke and a 
cockapoo called Dulas, the stories are beautifully written and deftly observed. 

2 b&w illus • 110pp • 198 x 129 mm
Nov 2025 • ISBN 9781910839867 • PB £8.99
N.B. this is a fiction title, sold on behalf of the author

In the footsteps of Lewys
A medieval poet’s journey through the Welsh Marches
Allan Lloyd

Personalised and enhanced by the imagination of the author, this book tells 
the life of the charismatic fifteenth-century Welsh bard Lewys Glyn Cothi. 
Written with warmth and spirit, the author conjures up his modern-day 
travels through Lewys’ Wales, and investigates the mystery of the missing 
manuscripts bound in the White Book of Hergest, written by Lewys while 
staying at Hergest Court on the Welsh border. Set in Wales and the Welsh 
Marches, the spirit of Wales – Hiraeth – echoes through its pages.

1 b&w illus • 110pp • 198 x 129 mm
Jul 2026 • ISBN 9781910839874 • PB £10.00
NB. this is an historical fiction title, sold on behalf of the author

The Hereford Gospels
David Thomson

The Hereford Gospels is the oldest manuscript in Hereford Cathedral’s 
Chained Library. Dating from c. ad 800, it affords rare glimpses of the earliest 
days of the Diocese, as the Christian faith grew in the Hereford area. This 
book tells the story of the manuscript – of how and why it was made and 
used, and the context of its creation. New research has revealed that an 
even earlier manuscript was overwritten in order to make it, the older text 
still there in its pages. The book accompanies an exhibition on the Hereford 
Gospels at the Cathedral, and marks the 1,350th anniversary of the 
Diocese.

colour illus • 80pp • 210 x 148 mm
May 2026 • ISBN 9781910839881 • PB £7.50

The Story of the Herefordshire Pomona
Bill Laws, foreword by Elizabeth Pimblett

‘A thoroughly entertaining read for anyone with an interest in the histories 
of pomology, botanical illustration, cider making, agriculture, or Victorian-
era Herefordshire, or someone who just enjoys a great tale, very well told. 
Wholeheartedly recommended.’ – Orchard Notes

Richly illustrated with photographs, manuscripts and colour plates, this book reveals 
the story behind this incredible project.

94 colour illus • 192pp • 228 x 170 mm 
2025 • ISBN 9781910839782 • HB (PLC) £20.00
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HEREFORDSHIRE

The Folk-lore of Herefordshire
Ella Mary Leather, with a biography by John Simons

‘Long-awaited reprint of this classic history of Herefordshire folklore, 
customs and traditions.’ – The Countryman

Facsimile edition of Ella Mary Leather’s classic 1912 collection of Herefordshire 
folklore, with a biographical introduction.

50 b&w illus • 368pp • 242 x 171 mm 
2018, reprinted 2022 • ISBN 9781910839294 • PB £15.00

Merrily’s Border
The Mysterious World of Merrily Watkins – 
History & Folklore, People & Places
Phil Rickman, photographs by John Mason

Explores the real world and locations of Phil Rickman’s celebrated Merrily Watkins 
series – its unique blend of crime and the paranormal, and the often-surprising real 
stories, events and places the novels are based on. 

110 colour & 80 b&w illus • 176pp • 242 x 171 mm
2018, reprinted 2022 • ISBN 9781910839300 • PB £15.99

Alfred Watkins’ Herefordshire
in his own words and photographs

Alfred Watkins, with an introduction by  
Ron & Jenny Shoesmith

Extended to contain more than 200 of Watkins’ photographs of 
Herefordshire, this is a fascinating and atmospheric record of the 
county in the early twentieth century. 

210 b&w photographs • 224pp • 210 x 240 mm 
Revised edn 2020 • ISBN 9781910839409 • PB/ flaps £15.99

HEREFORDSHIRE

Mappa Mundi
Hereford's Curious Map
Sarah Arrowsmith

Illustrated with a wealth of detail photographs, this bestselling book provides 
an introduction and souvenir guide to the medieval Mappa Mundi, the largest 
complete ‘cloth of the world’ known to have survived from the Middle Ages.

Over 100 colour illus • 96pp • 240 x 210 mm 
2015 • ISBN 9781906663919 • PB £10.00

The Story of Hereford  low stock

Edited by Andy Johnson & Ron Shoesmith

The story of the cathedral city of Hereford, told in breadth and depth by a number 
of experts in their field, taking the reader from prehistoric and Roman Hereford, 
right up to the twenty-first century. The book includes sections on the foundation of 
the cathedral, the city during the Civil War, navigation on the Wye, Georgian and 
Victorian Hereford, together with less well-known aspects of the city’s past, including 
its prominence as a great centre of learning at the end of the twelfth century.

Over 160 colour & 50 b&w illus • 336pp • 242 x 171 mm 
2016 • ISBN 9781906663988 • PB £15.00

Herefordshire’s Rocks & Scenery
A Geology of the County
Edited by John Payne

This book explains how, where and when the various rocks that underlie 
Herefordshire were formed, and the forces that subsequently worked upon them 
to result in the highly distinctive scenery we now enjoy. A comprehensive and 
wide-ranging geology, with contributions by a number of geologists with intimate 
knowledge of the county.

Over 200 colour illus • 256pp • 242 x 171 mm
2017, reprinted 2024 • ISBN 9781910839164 • PB/ flaps £16.99

The Medieval Stained Glass of Herefordshire & Shropshire
Robert Walker

‘This beautifully produced and modestly priced gazetteer and guide ... will 
be a welcome addition to any library ... to be enjoyed at home and to be 
well-used while on the road. A refreshing and well-written account of 
two counties that deserve to be celebrated and visited by everyone with 
a love of stained glass.’ – Vidimus 

c.340 colour photographs & illus • 304pp • 260 x 204 mm 

2023 • ISBN 9781910839546 • PB/ flaps £25.00

The Old Words of Herefordshire
Edited by Richard Wheeler

‘Best collection of its kind I’ve seen in a long while.’ – David Crystal 

Archenstraw, Betwattled, Canbottle. For at least 200 years, local dialect words 
and phrases have been lost from everyday currency, and our language and culture 
– even our attentiveness to the world around us – has been diminished as a result. 
This collection of 3,000 Herefordshire words and phrases illustrates the extraordinary 
richness of language once heard across the county. 

3 b&w illus • 192pp • 198 x 129 mm
2024 • ISBN 9781910839768 • HB (PLC with ribbon marker) £12.99
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The Welsh Marcher Lordships, Volume 1  low stock

Central & North – Montgomeryshire, Denbighshire, Radnorshire, 
north Herefordshire, Flintshire and Shropshire
Philip Hume

‘A formidable range and volume of information but in a clear, balanced and 
engaging narrative ... aided by a generous number of well-chosen and varied 
illustrations ... excellent and reasonably priced.’ – TSAHS

 
c.200 colour illus, 21 maps, 6 family trees • 336pp • 242 x 171 mm  
2021, reprinted with additions 2023 • ISBN 9781910839454 • PB/ flaps £20.00

On the Trail of the Mortimers in the Welsh Marches
Philip Hume

This richly-illustrated history of the powerful medieval Mortimer family of Wigmore 
reveals the significant impact they had on the Welsh Marches. Includes tours to 
explore the surviving physical remains that relate to the family, including: remains of 
castles and mottes; churches and tombs; depictions in stained glass; and buildings and 
art patronised by the family. 

Over 75 colour photographs, maps and family trees 
176pp • 234 x 156 mm
1st edn 2016, 2nd edn 2022 • ISBN 9781910839591 • PB £12.99

Forgotten Castles of Wales and the Marches
Paul R. Davis  
‘Aimed squarely at the castle enthusiast and visitor … the visual content is 
outstanding: stunning aerial views, crisp plans and photographs and ... sharp 
reconstruction artwork. .. to celebrate the underrated heritage of these sites 
and the sense of discovery they still evoke.’ – Medieval Archaeology

Considers over 60 castles in detail: why they were built, who was responsible, their 
architectural development and the causes of their eventual decay.

152 colour and 59 b&w illus, 8 maps, 3 family trees • 288pp • 242 x 171 mm 
2011, new edn 2022 • ISBN 9781910839522 • PB/ flaps £20.00

The Herefordshire School of Romanesque Sculpture
Malcolm Thurlby

A major study of Herefordshire’s most significant contribution to the art 
of the twelfth century, by the acknowledged expert in the field. This book 
explores the vibrant collection of work carved between around 1134 and 1155 
by a group of Hereford-based sculptors, including in-depth analysis of the 
masterworks at Kilpeck, Eardisley, Castle Frome and Leominster Priory.

400 colour photographs • 320pp • 240 x 210 mm
2013 • ISBN 9781906663728 • PB/ flaps £25.00

HEREFORDSHIRE

The Story of Ross
Pat Hughes & Heather Hurley

An illustrated history of a unique market town, from the first hunter-gatherers to the 
dawn of a new millennium. Ross emerged as a distinct settlement overlooking the 
River Wye, evolving from the Iron Age hillfort on Chase Hill and the nearby Roman 
settlement of Ariconium. The story starts to deepen after the Norman Conquest, 
and a fascinating tale unravels. With much original research, this is a comprehensive 
overview of the town’s development and residents.

170 b&w illus • 192pp • 260 x 205 mm
2009 • ISBN 9781906663254 • PB £12.95

Ross-on-Wye Revisited
Tim Ward

Stunning and atmospheric collection of postcards and photographs of 
Ross, that offers a seldom-seen and affectionate history of the town 
over the years. 

78 b&w photographs • 96pp • 171 x 242 mm
2013 • ISBN 9781906663711 • PB £5.00

The Story of the Quakers in Ross
John Powell

In this account of the story of the Quakers in Ross-on-Wye, John Powell manages 
to relate not only their story but also a wider social history of Britain from the time 
of the Civil Wars to the present day. The narrative reveals much about attitudes to 
religion, social networking, people standing up for what they saw as their rights, and 
the mindsets of the well-off. Carefully researched, this study throws a light on little-
known aspects of Ross-on-Wye’s history.

18 colour & 5 black & white illus • 112pp • 242 x 171 mm

2022 • ISBN 9781910839614 • PB £10.00

A Child of Ross
Memories of Ross-on-Wye 1936–50
Barbara Freeman, nee Woodroffe

From the author’s birth in Ross-on-Wye in 1936, to the family’s departure from the town 
in 1950, this is a book vivid with memories of growing up in Ross before, during and after 
the Second World War. From sharing her home with evacuees and refugees to memories 
of local schools and shops, pastimes and outings, this little book is a wonderful testament 
to a treasured childhood.

15 b&w illus • 72pp • 210 x 148 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839836 • PB £7.99
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Eardisley’s Early History
and the story of The Baskervilles
Edited by Malcolm Mason 
Details the results of a series of revealing research projects commissioned by 
Eardisley History Group, including the excavation of the castle, surveys into the 
village’s timber-framed buildings and new research into the Baskerville family.

Over 130 colour and 50 b&w illus • 240pp • 242 x 171 mm
2017 • ISBN 9781910839218 • PB £10.00

A History of Lyonshall  sale

From Prehistory to 1850
Sarah & John Zaluckyj

‘A fascinating history ... The numerous maps and photographs provide 
excellent information and add to the book’s appeal. ... attractive and well-
researched ... offers a model for other village histories.’ – TWNFC

A wide-ranging and comprehensive history of this north Herefordshire village, from 
the prehistoric settlement of the area up to the time of the industrial revolution.

120 mainly colour illus • 320pp • 242 x 171 mm
2017 • ISBN 9781910839195 • PB £15.00 NOW £10

The Hidden History of Ewyas Lacy in Herefordshire sale

Priscilla Flower-Smith

The ‘hidden history’ relates to the details of the lives of the residents of Ewyas Lacy 
in Herefordshire’s Golden Valley, that lay buried in the wills and inventories they left 
in the 300 years from the mid-1500s. A meticulous and revealing local history.

37 colour and 28 b&w photographs and maps • 224pp • 242 x 171 mm
2013 • ISBN 9781906663810 • PB £12.95 NOW £6

A Dictionary of Herefordshire Biography  sale

Philip Weaver

Outlines the lives of over 1,600 people, from high and noble birth to the poor and 
lowly, all born before 1900 and all of whom have exerted their direct influence on 
the county in one way or another.

300 largely colour illus • 512pp • 242 x 171 mm
2015 • ISBN 9781906663971 • HB £25.00 NOW £12

Sir John Oldcastle of Herefordshire  signed copies available

Traitor, Martyr or the Real Falstaff ?
Andy Johnson

‘This dazzling book gets closer than any other to helping us understand 
Oldcastle and his world.’ – Jools Holland 

The first full account of the life of John Oldcastle, a distinguished fifteenth-century 
knight and Lollard from Almeley in Herefordshire. A lively account of Oldcastle’s life, 
the creation of William Shakespeare’s Falstaff and the connections between the two.

Colour & b&w illus • 288pp • 242 x 171 mm
2020 • ISBN 9781910839423 • PB/ flaps £15.00

Ledbury Street Names
England’s Past for Everyone
Describes the origins and development of the street names of Ledbury, recorded since 
1788 when the first surviving map of the town was drawn – and in doing so, reveals 
much about the story of the town and its development.

1 b&w map • 40pp • 210 x 147 mm
2007 • ISBN 9781904396789 • PB £3.95

Foley Street, Hereford  low stock 
Its Houses, Residents and Neighbours, Past and Present
Win Morgan-Brewer

Local history at its most particular and immediate. The story of each house in the street: 
when it was built, who lived there and their occupations. Many interesting themes 
emerge, with the book offering fascinating insights into the life and times of the city as 
a whole.

Over 25 colour and 120 b&w illus • 160pp • 242 x 171 mm
2017 • ISBN 9781910839140 • PB £10.00

The Scudamores of Kentchurch and Holme Lacy
Heather Hurley

‘As a story of two families and their houses, this is a very good read and will 
probably never be bettered.’ – TWNFC

Highly illustrated local history that sets the people and places of the two great 
Herefordshire houses within the wider context of emerging events at Kentchurch, Holme 
Lacy and beyond, from the eleventh century up to the middle of the twentieth century.

235 colour and b&w illus • 240pp • 242 x 171 mm
2019 • ISBN 9781910839386 • PB £12.95
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The Bishop’s Wolf
A Young Pilgrim’s Story-Guide to 
The Saints & Heroes of Hereford Cathedral
Richard Willmott, illustrated by Sandy Elliott

Illustrated short story for young people, set in and around Hereford Cathedral, of an 
unexpected day off from school for Josh, Matt, Lisa and Sonia, and a puzzle to be solved. The 
book offers a commentary of the saints found in the cathedral.

15 2-colour illus and 1 plan • 48pp • 198 x 129 mm
2019 • ISBN 9781910839393 • PB £3.95

Saints & Sinners of the Marches 
Michael Tavinor

Taking 366 characters from the Marches, one for each day of the year, this book 
introduces some of the extraordinary men and women who have left their mark 
in the Marches. A compendious review, full of revelations and quiet delights, to be 
dipped into or read from cover to cover.

366 b&w illus, text printed in red and black • 400pp • 260 x 210 mm
2012 • ISBN 9781906663612 • HB £20.00

Leominster Minster, Priory and Borough 
c 660–1539  revised edition

Joe & Caroline Hillaby

Updated with a new preface and additional colour illustrations, this book presents 
a fascinating account of the foundation and evolution of Leominster Priory – one of 
Herefordshire’s finest and most significant major churches – together with the story 
of the development of the historical borough of Leominster from the foundation of its 
Minster in around 660 up to the Priory’s dissolution in 1539. 

160 b&w & 70 colour illus • 320pp • 258 x 201 mm
2006, revised edn Apr 2025 • ISBN 9781910839843 • PB £20.00

Hereford Cathedral School 
A History Over 800 Years
Howard Tomlinson

‘A definitive work ... sympathetic, well-told but not uncritical account.’ – 
History of Education

A rich and complex story of the survival and growth of one of Hereford’s 

oldest living institutions.

28 colour and 93 b&w illus • 688pp • 242 x 171 mm
2018 • ISBN 9781910839232 • HB £25.00

Knights Templar & Hospitaller in Herefordshire
Audrey Tapper

This small book details what is known about the two Orders’ properties and possessions 
in Herefordshire, particularly at Garway and Dinmore, providing a brief history of the 
Knights Templar and delving into the grants of land and property in the county.

28 black & white illus, 5 plans • 80pp • 210 x 148 mm
2005, reprinted 2022 • ISBN 9781904396352 • PB £10.00

Ethelbert – King & Martyr
Hereford’s Patron Saint
Compiled by Michael Tavinor

This richly illustrated guide to the life and history of St Ethelbert includes a revised 
and updated essay about St Ethelbert and a fun quiz for discovering St Ethelbert in 
Hereford Cathedral.

87 colour illus • 64pp • 210 x 148 mm
2018 • ISBN 9781910839324 • PB £7.50

Thomas Cantilupe – 700 Years a Saint
St Thomas of Hereford
Compiled by Michael Tavinor & Ian Bass

‘Good short introduction to [Cantilupe] for visitors or prospective visitors to 
Hereford Cathedral, and an affordable, attractive companion text for those 
who already study or are interested in the subject of ecclesiastical history 
more generally.’ – MHS Journal

80 colour illus • 96pp • 210 x 148 mm
2020 • ISBN 9781910839416 • PB £7.50

The Diary of the Revd William Poole
Perpetual curate of the parish of Hentland & Hoarwithy
Introduced and edited by Frances Phillips
Covering the years 1857–62, these diary entries are beautifully written and range 
from the small-scale dramas of Poole’s domestic life and parish work, to revealing 
insights into political, social and world events. Featuring a brief biography of Reverend 
Poole alongside the transcribed and edited entries, this book offers a fascinating 
contemporary view of nineteenth-century life as a rural curate.

15 b&w illus • 112pp • 210 x 148 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839799 • PB £10.00
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HEREFORDSHIRE

The Man who Drowned the Meadows  
Rowland Vaughan, 1558–1627
Golden Valley Studies Group

Offers rare and often surprising insights into an imaginative but rather litigious family 
man and his understanding of the benefits of irrigating farmland and managing 
flood-water in the Golden Valley during the Elizabethan era.

5 colour illus • 160pp • 242 x 171 mm
2016 • ISBN 9781910839003 • PB £12.95

The Parish that Disappeared  
A History of St John’s, Hereford
Liz Pitman 
A revealing history of this parish in the heart of Hereford, which was centred around 
the cathedral from the early twelfth century until its dissolution in 2012.

30 colour and 30 b&w illus • 128pp • 242 x 171 mm
2016 • ISBN 9781906663995 • PB £10.00

John Scarlett Davis  sale 
A Biography
Tony Hobbs

Story of the Leominster-born 
landscape and portrait painter. 

Colour & b&w illus • 92pp 
246 x 165 mm • 2004
ISBN 9781904396154 
PB £9.95 NOW £5

Images of Creative Herefordshire  sale

Its Artists, Craftspeople and Musicians at work
Malcolm Scott with an introduction by Richard Heatly

Photographic gallery and survey of many of Herefordshire’s artistic community 
absorbed in their craft.

165 b&w photographs • 192pp • 240 x 210 mm
2015 • ISBN 9781906663940 
PB £10.00 NOW £5.00 (imperfect copies)

HEREFORDSHIRE

Herefordshire’s Home Front in the First World War  low stock

Bill Laws

This book tells the story of the dramatic changes that took place to this rural, farming 
county and its occupants during the Great War, from the Edwardian district of before 
the war, up to 1919 when the now-transformed shire was mourning the loss of some 
4,000 men. 

85 b&w illus, mainly photographs • 176pp • 242 x 171 mm
2016 • ISBN 9781910839065 • PB £10.00

Royalist, But ... 
Herefordshire in the English Civil War, 1640–51
David Ross

The author’s deep knowledge of this period is used with skill to craft a vivid picture of 
Herefordshire’s inhabitants in these years of turmoil.

45 b&w illus, mainly photographs • 208pp • 242 x 171 mm
2012 • ISBN 9781906663636 • PB £12.95

From Bashes to Ashes 
The life of a Herefordshire 
policeman & undertaker
Bill Rowlatt

One man, two careers and a 
wealth of stories. 

b&w photographs • 280pp
198 x 129 mm • 2023
ISBN 9781910839713  
PB/ flaps £12.00

The Tailor of Hereford  low stock

The Pritchards since 1836, Five Generations of Tailors and their 
Changing World
John Harrison

The story of five generations of Hereford Master Tailors, the Pritchards, from the 1830s 
until today.

b&w illus • 192pp • 242 x 171 mm
2016 • ISBN 9781910839119 • PB £10.00

River Voices 
Extraordinary Stories from the Wye
Marsha O’Mahony

Fully illustrated, this stunning collection of memories offers fascinating stories from 
people who have lived, worked and played in, on and beside the River Wye.

c.200 b&w illus • 256pp • 242 x 171 mm
2018, reprinted 2022 • ISBN 9781910839317 • PB £12.99
A Herefordshire Lore publication
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Each of the walks in our walk guides passes or visits places and features of interest including churches, 
chapels, castles, neolithic chambered tombs, standing stones, Iron Age hillforts, Roman camps, forts 
and roads, medieval houses, inns, mills, canals, old railways, reservoirs and even a nineteenth-century 
rabbit farming enterprise. Several of these sites can only be reached on foot.

The walks are chosen to explore a range of countryside. Some walks follow river valleys, canals, old 
tramroads or railways for part of their route. Some clamber to the tops of hills to view prehistoric 
and castle sites, while many more wander through and over the rolling hills. Some include a partial 
exploration of the area’s towns. 

The walks range from 3 to 10¼ miles in length, with the majority being between 4½ and 7½ miles. 
Each walk has a sketch map and detailed directions, together with background information about the 
features en route.

The combination of photographs and history make these titles not only books of walks, but also 
a companion to, and celebration of, the areas they cover.

Walking the Old Ways of East Breconshire and the 
Black Mountains  
The history in the landscape explored through 
26 circular walks
Andy & Karen Johnson

350 colour photographs, 27 maps • 256pp 
148 x 210 mm • 2022 • ISBN 9781910839553 
PB/ flaps £15.00

WALK GUIDES

Walking the Old Ways of South Shropshire
The history in the landscape explored through 
26 circular walks
Andy & Karen Johnson

400 colour photographs, 27 maps • 272pp
148 x 210 mm • 2019 • ISBN 9781910839348
PB/ flaps £15.00

Walking the Old Ways of Herefordshire 
The history in the landscape explored through 
52 circular walks
Andy & Karen Johnson

450 colour photographs, 53 maps • 384pp
148 x 210 mm • 2014, updated & revised 2022
ISBN 9781906663865
PB/ flaps £15.00

Walking the Old Ways of Radnorshire 
The history in the landscape explored through 
26 circular walks
Andy & Karen Johnson

200 colour photographs, 27 maps • 176pp
148 x 210 mm • 2016, updated & revised 2023 
ISBN 9781910839072
PB/ flaps £12.99

The Drovers’ Roads of the Middle Marches
their history and how to find them today, including
16 circular walks
Wayne Smith

50 colour photographs, 17 maps • 176pp
148 x 210 mm • 2013 • ISBN 9781906663933
PB/ flaps £12.99

WALK GUIDES

Walking Gloucestershire with Ivor Gurney 
Poetry & landscape explored through 20 circular walks
Eleanor Rawling, maps and drawings by Roger Ellis

Drawing on Gurney’s poetry and letters, 20 circular walks follow in his 
footsteps through the Gloucestershire landscape.

c.100 colour photographs, 24 maps • 304pp • 148 x 210 mm 
2023 • ISBN 9781910839683 • PB/ flaps £15.99
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SHROPSHIRE SHROPSHIRE

The Ludlow Castle Heraldic Roll
Rosalind Caird, John Cherry, Philip Hume & Hugh Wood

‘The roll provides an excellent vehicle for explaining the entire history of the 
castle and of the Council of the Marches ... An enjoyable and accessible guide, 
one which contains everything that might be wished.’ – The Antiquaries Journal 

Depicting 42 coats of arms, this sixteenth-century heraldic artefact offers valuable 
insights into the people in power and the role of Ludlow as the ‘Capital of Wales’ in 
Tudor England. 

125 colour illus • 256pp • 235 x 154 mm
2019 • ISBN 9781910839379 • PB/ flaps £12.95

Ludlow Castle 
It’s History & Buildings
Edited by Ron Shoesmith & Andy Johnson

This book draws together the history of the buildings and owners of this 
spectacular castle, to provide a comprehensive and developing picture of the 
castle’s role in both the history of the border region and national history. 

Colour illus • 288pp • 258 x 201 mm
Revised edn 2018 • ISBN 9781904396482 • PB £14.95 
	              ISBN 9781904396499 • HB £19.95

Lost Ludlow
a collection of rare and early photographs
Ralph Beardmore

A unique trove of early and rare photographs taken in and around 
Ludlow between the 1850s and the 1950s. The photographs, many 
previously unpublished, and photographers (several of whom were 
based in Ludlow) are described in detail, as are the people and places 
they photographed, their stories and histories.

c.200 colour & b&w illus • 176pp • 170 x 210 mm  
2023 • ISBN 9781910839669 • PB/ flaps £16.99

The Story of Shrewsbury
Mary de Saulles

Shrewsbury has been a frontier town and a centre of England’s thriving woollen 
industry, sited on a major trading river. This richly illustrated history offers an 
overview of its past from the medieval period up to recent developments.

120 colour and 100 b&w illus • 272pp • 242 x 171 mm
2012 • ISBN 9781906663681 • PB £15.99

Wilfred Owen’s Shrewsbury
From the Severn to Poetry and War
Helen McPhail

‘[This] excellent book [is] rich in old photographs of Shrewsbury and of 
Owen, his family, and others ... written clearly and gracefully.’ – ELT

Illustrated with archival photographs, this is the first book to focus on Wilfred Owen’s 
formative family life and schoolboy years in Shrewsbury, offering a fresh and revealing 
portrait of Owen’s town, home and school life in pre-1914 Shrewsbury.

76 b&w illus • 144pp • 242 x 171 mm
2018 • ISBN 9781910839256 • PB £12.95

The Folklore of Shropshire
Roy Palmer

Shropshire’s folklore is presented in a series of themed chapters that encompass 
landscape, buildings, beliefs, work, seasons, people, music and drama. In the eleven 
chapters the county’s rich store of folklore unfolds in a way that allows you to dip into 
what most intrigues, or to read from start to finish.

Over 250 b&w illus • 352pp • 234 x 156 mm
2004 • ISBN 9781904396161 • PB £15.00

The Home Front in 
Ludlow during the 
Second World War
Derek Beattie

An honest and powerful 
portrait of a town at war. 

75 b&w illus • 304pp 
232 x 154 mm • 2010 
ISBN 9781906663513   
PB £12.95

Cavalier Stronghold
Ludlow in the English Civil Wars, 1642–1660
John Barratt

Ludlow was a Royalist stronghold that lay far away from the tramp of armies. But 
that did not mean that it was isolated from the war. In this history of the Civil War 
in Ludlow, the author throws a light on the impact on local people of these years of 
turbulence and strife.

40 illus • 128pp • 242 x 171 mm
2013 • ISBN 9781906663773 • PB £10.00 

South Shropshire’s 
First World War 
Bishop’s Castle, 
Bridgnorth, Church 
Stretton, Clun ...
Derek Beattie

110 b&w photos • 24pp 
242 x 171 mm • 2014 
ISBN 9781906663827 
PB £12.95
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WALES & THE MARCHES  

The Welsh Marcher Lordships, Volume 1  low stock

Central & North – Montgomeryshire, Denbighshire, Radnorshire, 
north Herefordshire, Flintshire & Shropshire
Philip Hume

‘Copiously illustrated ... with a useful timeline of events in the March ... The 
author is to be congratulated on making the conceptual, territorial and 
dynastic complexities of this sector of the medieval March accessible to a 
wide readership.’ – Archaeologia Cambrensis

c.200 colour illus, 21 maps, 6 family trees • 320pp • 242 x 171 mm  
2021, reprinted with additions 2023 • ISBN 9781910839454 • PB/ flaps £20.00

The Tilley Timber 
Project
500 Years of History in 
Wood
Alastair Reid               
& George Nash

67 colour illus • 96pp 
210 x 148 mm • 2019  
ISBN 9781910839355 
PB £7.50

SHROPSHIRE

The Bridgnorth 
Infirmary  
Philanthropy, 
Prejudices & Patients 
1832–1948
Gillian Waugh Pead

30 illus, 2 maps • 184pp 
242 x 171 mm • 2018 
ISBN 9781910839270
PB £12.95

The Lead, Copper & Barytes Mines of Shropshire
Michael Shaw

This extensively researched, copiously illustrated history of the lead, copper and 
barytes mines of Shropshire, including the associated railways, ropeways, mills and 
smelters, covers the early Roman history of the mines right up to their heyday in 
the 1870s and ’80s. Throws light onto a rarely seen aspect of Britain’s industrial 
heritage.

b&w illus, mainly photographs • 320pp • 242 x 171 mm
Reprinted 2019 • ISBN 9781906663094 • PB £12.95

On the Trail of the Mortimers in the Welsh Marches
Philip Hume

This richly-illustrated history of the powerful medieval Mortimer family of Wigmore 
reveals the significant impact they had on the Welsh Marches. Includes tours to 
explore the surviving physical remains that relate to the family, including: remains of 
castles and mottes; churches and tombs; depictions in stained glass; and buildings and 
art patronised by the family. 

Over 75 colour photographs, maps and family trees 
176pp • 234 x 156 mm
1st edn 2016, 2nd edn 2022 • ISBN 9781910839591 • PB £12.99

The Story of 
Bishop’s Castle
Edited by David 
Preshous, George 
Baugh, John Leonard, 
Gavin Watson et al

c.75 illus • 176pp
242 x 171 mm • 2016 
ISBN 9781910839089 
PB £12.95

The Welsh Marcher Lordships, Volume 2  low stock

South-West – Pembrokeshire & Carmarthenshire
John Fleming

‘Attractively produced and clearly written ... It will be enlightening to the 
general reader with an interest in the region, and useful to the serious 
student. The whole volume is satisfyingly comprehensive in its scope and 
its treatment. ... a lively and perceptive book that will do much to stimulate 
interest in the south-western March.’ – Archaeologia Cambrensis

c.120 colour illus, 15 maps, 6 family trees • 272pp • 242 x 171 mm  
2023 • ISBN 9781910839508 • PB/ flaps £20.00

The Medieval Stained Glass of Herefordshire & Shropshire
Robert Walker

‘This beautifully produced and modestly priced gazetteer and guide ... 
will be a welcome addition to any library ... to be enjoyed at home and to 
be well-used while on the road. A refreshing and well-written account of 
two counties that deserve to be celebrated and visited by everyone with 
a love of stained glass.’ – Vidimus 

c.340 colour photographs & illus • 304pp • 260 x 204 mm 
2023 • ISBN 9781910839546 • PB/ flaps £25.00

The Mortimers of Wigmore, 1066–1485  low stock

Dynasty of Destiny
Edited by Paul Dryburgh and Philip Hume

‘Even if you are not especially interested in the Mortimers there is much 
here which provides a general history of place and time, lands and people. ... 
This book really is a must read.’ – The Ricardian Bulletin  
This anthology of 11 essays offers new perspectives on the history of one of the 
most important noble dynasties in medieval England.

c.100 colour illus • 352pp • 242 x 171 mm
2023 • ISBN 9781910839652 • HB £25.00

Diddlebury
The History of a 
Corvedale Parish
Martin Speight

60 b&w illus • 208pp 
234 x 156 mm • 2007 
ISBN 9781904396666
PB £9.95
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The Elan Valley Clearance
The Fate of the People and Places Flooded by the 1892 Elan Valley 
Reservoir Scheme
David Lewis Brown

Accessibly-written and meticulously researched, this is the first book to trace what 
became of the people and places of the Elan and Claerwen valleys during the 1890’s 
construction of the dams and subsequent flooding of the valleys. Includes stunning 
and previously unseen Victorian survey plans and period photographs.

101 colour illus, 5 maps • 224pp • 242 x 171 mm 
2019 • ISBN 9781910839362 • PB/ flaps £12.95

Blaenavon
from Iron Town to World Heritage Site
Jeremy Knight

Blaenavon ironworks is a unique survivor of the first generation of the iron-making 
industries established in the eighteenth century. This book provides a comprehensive 
and fascinating history of the works and people of this hugely significant Welsh town.

Over 60 colour and 30 b&w illus • 208pp • 242 x 171 mm
2016 • ISBN 9781910839010 • PB £12.95

WALES & THE MARCHES WALES & THE MARCHES 

The Hillforts of Iron Age Wales
Toby Driver

‘An absorbing and informing read ... a book that deserves to be on the book 
shelf of anyone possessed with more than a passing interest in Wales. It’s 
a quietly marvellous achievement ... a genuine gateway to the past, which 
Driver has turned into nothing less than an open door.’ – Nation.Cymru  
Featuring ground and aerial photographs, vivid reconstructions, maps and plans, the 
book also includes a gazetteer of Iron Age sites to visit.

c.200 colour illus, maps & plans • 336pp • 242 x 171 mm 
2023 • ISBN 9781910839676 • PB/ flaps £20.00

Forgotten Castles of Wales and the Marches
Paul R. Davis  
‘Aimed squarely at the castle enthusiast and visitor … the visual content is 
outstanding: stunning aerial views, crisp plans and photographs and ... sharp 
reconstruction artwork. .. to celebrate the underrated heritage of these sites 
and the sense of discovery they still evoke.’ – Medieval Archaeology

Considers over 60 castles in detail: why they were built, who was responsible, their 
architectural development and the causes of their eventual decay.

152 colour and 59 b&w illus, 8 maps, 3 family trees • 288pp • 242 x 171 mm 
2011, new edn 2022 • ISBN 9781910839522 • PB/ flaps £20.00

Wales from the Air
history in the hills
Paul R. Davis

This book offers a literal overview of the early history of Wales, told through 
stunning aerial photographs of the more striking and unusual constructions 
visible in the landscape today: monuments and buildings ranging in date from 
late-Prehistoric times up to the Early Modern period (4000BC–AD 1500).

c.250 colour photographs • 208pp • 240 x 210 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839690 • PB/ flaps £20.00

Elan Valley Guide
Compiled by Beth Rees, Produced by Dwr Cymru Welsh Water

The Elan and Claerwen Valleys in mid Wales have been providing clean water 
to millions of people in Birmingham for more than a century. This attractive and 
concise, illustrated guide – in both English and Welsh – offers an overview of the 
history, landscape and wildlife that make this part of Wales so special and beloved 
by so many. 

c.25 colour photographs, 1 map • 64pp • 245 x 170 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839744 • PB £4.95

ˆ

Neolithic Tombs of Wales new edition

George Nash

‘Both a practical guide to the monuments and an exploration of 
the Neolithic in Wales, what came before, and what came after ... a 
welcome addition to any bookshelf.’ – British Archaeology

Richly illustrated with plans, drawings and photographs, this book describes over 
100 Neolithic burial-ritual sites throughout Wales, in use c.4,000–2,000 bce, 
and explores the architectural styles used to venerate and house the dead.

c.300 colour photographs • 288pp • 260 x 204 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839720 • PB/ flaps £25.00

Hidden History in the Welsh Mountains
Richard Hayman

‘A really fabulous handbook to help every reader, walker, and researcher get to 
grips with the common monuments – and various oddities – of the Welsh rural 
landscape. ... An excellent read.’ – Current Archaeology

This richly illustrated book includes more than 200 sites – from shepherds’ huts to 
abandoned industrial sites – offering a visual history and practical guide to the historical 
and archaeological features hidden in the Welsh mountains.

208 colour photographs • 272pp • 228 x 152 mm 
Jan 2025 • ISBN 9781910839805 • PB £16.99
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The Book of Hay
Kate Clarke

This illustrated volume provides the visitor to Hay-on-Wye with a wide-ranging and 
engaging picture of the town and surrounding area, giving a brief outline of the 
historical events and people that have given shape to one of the best-loved destinations 
of the Welsh borderlands.

26 colour and 35 b&w illus • 120pp • 210 x 148 mm
2015 • ISBN 9781906663902 • PB £7.50

Finding Hay
A Journey up Broad Street
Rosie Hayles

This is the story of one street, Broad Street, seen within the sweep of history in the 
borderland booktown of Hay-on-Wye. The book’s narrative is rich in the fine-grained 
details of everyday life, and peopled with characters from Norman times up to 1980 
when Broad Street had its first two bookshops.

Colour illus and maps • 224pp • 234 x 156 mm
2022 • ISBN 9781910839584 • PB £12.99

Matilda – Lady of Hay
The Life and Legends of Matilda de Braose 
Peter Ford

This book introduces the story of Matilda de Braose (1155–1210) – the founder of Hay 
Castle and enemy of King John – in the context of the turbulent times through which 
she lived. It explores both the known facts and the myths and legends that swirl around 
this extraordinary woman.

15 colour illus, 1 map, 2 family trees • 128pp • 210 x 148 mm 
2021, reprinted 2022 • ISBN 9781910839430 • PB £8.99

Artisan Art new edition

Vernacular wall paintings in the Welsh Marches, 1550–1650
Kathryn Davies

‘Meticulously researched and beautifully illustrated. It should be read by 
all who are interested in the social and cultural history of the Tudor and 
Stuart age.’ – Professor Malcolm Airs

This wide-ranging and detailed study of vernacular wall paintings looks at what this 
decoration was, how it was done and its significance for those commissioning it.

c.300 colour photographs • 320pp • 260 x 204 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839706 • PB/ flaps £25.00

The Farm that Raised Me
Tales from a Breconshire Valley
David jones

‘A wonderful evocation of a vanished world.’ – Tom Bullough

Affectionate, evocative and illuminating, these stories trace day-to-day life on a 
traditional Welsh Marches farm before the onset of modern farming practices. As well as 
sheep and horses, the farm was home to a celebrated herd of pedigree Hereford Cattle, 
which attracts buyers from around the world. 

2 b&w illus • 192pp • 198 x 129 mm
2023 • ISBN 9781910839645 • PB/ flaps £10.00

Iolo’s Revenge 
Sheep Farming by Happy Accident in Mid-Wales
Diana Ashworth

‘An uplifting, thoroughly enjoyable read.’ – Oliver Balch 

A hugely engaging, generous and open-hearted account of a retired couple’s new life in an old 
farmhouse in the Welsh hills.

28 b&w illus • 192pp • 198 x 129 mm
2018 • ISBN 9781910839249 • PB/ flaps £10.00

Standing on Aberyscir Hill
A Memoir of Life’s Triangle
Allan Lloyd

This is the story of a life that began in 1936, when the past was another country. Of joys 
and sorrows and loves in Wales and the borders. Of a life that took flight when ‘I first 
discovered Aberyscir Hill as a somewhat adventurous but lonely ten-year-old’.

7 b&w illus, 1 map • 128pp • 198 x 129 mm
2021 • ISBN 9781910839577 • PB/ flaps £10.00 
Proceeds from the sale of this book are donated to St Michael’s Hospice, Hereford

My dog can’t read ...
More tales from an accidental farmer
Diana Ashworth

In an insecure world, be cheered by the landscape and friendliness of this quiet, green 
valley, with its unexploded bombs, stampeding cattle and life-or-death decisions. Diana’s 
off-beat take on life, honed by her years as a family doctor, is one of the things that made 
her first book, Iolo’s Revenge, so popular. People who read it ask what has happened 
since? Quite a lot actually ...

4 b&w illus • 176pp • 198 x 129 mm 
2025 • ISBN 9781910839829 • PB/ flaps £10.00
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Radnorshire from Civil War to Restoration low stock/ sale

A study of the county and its environs 1640–60
Keith Parker

Keith Parker has made wide-ranging use of primary sources to confound the generally 
held view that Radnorshire was both a poor county at the time of the Civil War and 
essentially Royalist in outlook. This is a story of Radnorshire gentry, farmers and clergymen 
caught up in an age of both danger and vibrant political and religious debate, when many 
had a rare chance to shape the future. 
b&w illus, maps • 288pp • 230 x 154 mm 
2000 • ISBN 9781873827963 • HB £18.95 NOW £12.95

Parties, Polls and Riots  sale

Politics in nineteenth-century Radnorshire
Keith Parker

This book covers the issues and memorable personalities of politics and social history 
in nineteenth-century Radnorshire. The author delves into the matters that fired local 
politics, the ebb and flow of allegiances between families and how radicalism could cause 
estrangements, and how the gradually increasing number of electors changed the way 
that electioneering took place. 
40 b&w illus • 192pp • 234 x 156 mm 
2009 • ISBN 9781906663230 • PB £10.00 NOW £5

WALES & THE MARCHES

The Story of Norton, Powys
Keith Parker

The village of Norton is sandwiched between Offa’s Dyke and the English-Welsh border, 
and developed around its Norman castle and its church. The story of a small, borderland 
settlement, told by a local historian and expert in the region.

45 photographs, maps, family trees and tables • 96pp • 242 x 171 mm
2016 • ISBN 9781910839102 • PB £5.00

Pembrokeshire Another Year, Another Day  
sale

This volume includes the work of eight local photographers, 

arranged in order from early morning in winter through the 
soft light of spring, the stronger light of summer and the 
varied colours of autumn, to conclude with a series of winter 
sunsets. 

116 colour photographs, 1 map • 128pp • 190 x 262 mm
2010 • ISBN 9781906663346 • PB £12.95 NOW £10 
          ISBN 9781906663339 • HB £20.00 NOW £15                                            

From the Marches to the Sea
A photographic journey: Taith ffotograffig
John Rux-Burton

This beautiful book traces a photographic journey from Hergest Ridge 
and Radnor Forest, through the Elan Valley and down the Ystwyth to 
the Hafod, Devil’s Bridge, the Vale of Rheidol and so finally to the sea.

Colour photographs • 128pp • 210 x 240 mm
2011 • ISBN 9781906663568 • HB £15.00

Early Birds & Boys in Blue 
A century of Radnorshire aviation
Phillip Jones

An eye-opening history of flying in this border county – from Denys Corbett Wilson’s 
emergency landing in 1912 to Second World War air shows, stories from young 
Radnorshire RAF men, training flights and low-flying tragedies.

Over 20 colour and 150 b&w photographs • 272pp • 242 x 171 mm
2017 • ISBN 9781910839171 • PB/ flaps £12.95

WALES & THE MARCHES

The Story of Montgomery low stock

Ann & John Welton

The authors tell the story of the town and its immediate locality, a story richly 
illustrated both with photographs and documents, frequently giving amusing details 
of life in the old county town. The story is not just of the notable features – the 
castle, the church, Lymore Hall and the Town Hall – but includes details of the 
people, trades and buildings that make up this Powys town.

b&w photographs & illus • 232pp • 260 x 204 mm
2010, repr 2022 • ISBN 9781910839621 • PB/ flaps £20.00

The Running Bowl  sale

A Century of Llandrindod Wells Bowling Club 1912–2012
Compiled by Yvonne Norton & Graham Rees

This centenary history is a tale of development and expansion, expertise in green 
keeping, of national and international honours as well asone of humour and 
enjoyment.

Col/ b&w photos • 232pp • 242 x 171 mm
2012 • ISBN 9781906663629 • PB £12.95 NOW £5.00
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Children’s Books / FIRCONE BOOKS

The Frog Band and the Onion Seller
Jim Smith

‘I like about this book [sic] when Alphonse gets kicked out of 
the window and when he lands in the sea because these bits are 
really funny.’ – SuperEva, The Guardian

When down-at-heel French aristocrat the Duke de Buffo Buffo treads 
on a nail while dashing downstairs clutching a newly-discovered 
treasure map, he is forced to call on the services of eminent detective 
Alphonse Le Flic. Armed with the map and disguised as a French 
onion seller, Alphonse heads off across the Channel in his submarine, 
his destination a rambling cliff-top monastery. Having landed in 
England, his erratic cycling attracts the attention of the Frog Band, 
who give chase.

Fully illustrated • 32pp • 286 x 208 mm
2nd revised edn 2011 • ISBN 9781907700019 • PB/ flaps £6.99

The Frog Band and the Mystery of Lion Castle
Jim Smith

‘What higher praise can we give this book than that it is in the 
‘read often’ pile?’ – Christopher, age 4, The Guardian

On his way to an International Conference of Sleuths in his hot air 
balloon, Alphonse le Flic, eminent detective, is forced to land in the 
courtyard of Lion Castle when his balloon suffers a puncture. Also 
seeking help from the castle’s affable owner is the famous Frog Band, 
whose truck has broken down. Through the innocent curiosity of the 
band’s tuba player, Shortie Frog, a chain of events is set in motion that 
results in the solving of an age-old mystery: what became of Brooker’s 
ancestor Clarence de Lyon?

Fully illustrated • 32pp • 286 x 208 mm
2nd revised edn 2011 • ISBN 9781907700026 • PB/ flaps £6.99

We set up Fircone Books in April 2009 while living near Banbury on the 
Oxfordshire-Northamptonshire border. 
The first books we published were new editions of three out-of-print children’s 
books from the 1970s and early ’80s – written and illustrated by the late Jim 
Smith. Following these were titles on church art and architecture, including 
Oxfordshire’s Best Churches. Fircone Books continues as an imprint concentrating 
on church art and architecture, and remains our company name.

WORCESTERSHIRE 

The Story of Worcester
Pat Hughes & Annette Leech

Tales of the city and its inhabitants over the centuries: events and personalities, 
from visiting monarchs to food riots; from a friar who was found up to no good in the 
Cardinal’s Hat to crowds flocking to see an amazing dog who could ‘read, write and 
keep accounts’. Illustrated with a wealth of photographs, paintings, drawings and plans. 
A richly woven history and an affectionate portrait of this great cathedral city.

140 colour and 90 b&w illus • 320pp • 242 x 171 mm
2011, reprinted 2024 • ISBN 9781906663573 • PB £16.99

Bredon Hill
Archaeology, 
History, Folklore & 
Villages
Brian Hoggard

50 b&w photos & maps  

108pp • 210 x 148 mm

2009, Revised Mar 2021 

ISBN 9781904396307 

PB £7.99

Blackpole Munitions 
Factory, Worcester
Colin Jones

An illustrated history from 
August 1916 until the Second 
World War.

c.20 colour & 40 b&w photos, 

maps • 96pp • 242 x 171 mm

2017 • ISBN 9781910839133

PB £10.00

Three Choirs Festival in ten concerts

Simon Carpenter

‘This delightful book is full of such interest, including the fascinating fact that no 
one dared to clap wholeheartedly in a cathedral until 1969.’ – Country Life 

The Three Choirs Festival is the world’s oldest classical music festival, alternating each year 
between the cathedral cities of Gloucester, Hereford and Worcester. This book offers a lively 
illustrated history of the festival through ten landmark concerts of ‘firsts’, offering fascinating 
insights into this historic and much-loved institution.

61 colour & b&w illus • 176pp • 234 x 156 mm 
2024 • ISBN 9781910839751 • PB £12.99

Acky, Acky 1, 2, 3!
Playground games and rhymes in Herefordshire & Worcestershire, 1880–2010
John Turrell

This extensively researched book presents an uncensored and comprehensive record of 
children’s games and rhymes across Herefordshire and Worcestershire, from first-hand 
observations and from adults recalling their own childhood. If you ever played Acky 1, 2, 3, 
skipping games or marbles, or said You’re on! to start a game of tag, this book will bring 
back a flood of memories.

21 b&w illus • 288pp • 234 x 156 mm 
2025 • ISBN 9781910839812 • PB £12.99
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FIRCONE BOOKS / Church Art & Architecture

Oxfordshire’s Best Churches  signed copies available

Richard Wheeler, foreword by Matthew Saunders

‘The churches of Oxfordshire brought gloriously to life … a masterful survey.’– 
Simon Jenkins
‘Oxfordshire is a church crawler’s paradise … And there is no better guide 
than this sumptuous book.’ – Ancient Monuments Society

340 colour photographs, 15 plans, 13 line-drawings, 1 map 
280pp • 228 x 152 mm
2013, 2015 (PB) • ISBN 97819077000040 • PB £15.99
	           ISBN 97819077000002 • HB £25.00 

Oxfordshire Stained Glass
20 Postcards
Richard Wheeler

This book of detachable postcards features specially-commissioned photographs of 
surprising details and stunning artworks in stained glass from the fourteenth century up 
to the twentieth century from across Oxfordshire.

20 colour photographs • 40pp • 165 x 120 mm
2015 • ISBN 9781907700071 • PB, bound pad of 20 postcards £7.99 incl VAT

William Morris at Middleton Cheney 
The Stained Glass in All Saints Church
This stunningly illustrated guide to the Arts & Craft restoration of All Saints Church 
in Middleton Cheney, Northamptonshire features two of the finest stained glass 
windows of this or any period to survive in England, and includes details and 
descriptions of windows by William Morris, Edward Burne-Jones, Philip Webb, Ford 
Madox Brown and Simeon Solomon. Includes photographs commissioned specially as 
part of this Lottery-funded project.

54 colour illus, 1 plan • 96pp • 242 x 171 mm
2019 • ISBN 9781907700095 • PB £10.00

Miniature Baptismal Fonts
Julian Wheeler, foreword by Henry Sandon

Illustrated with more than 100 colour images, this is the first book to explore the 
fascinating and little known subject of miniature baptismal fonts. Includes stunning 
examples from the great Victorian designers and pottery manufacturers, such as Minton, 
Wedgwood and Worcester, as well as those produced by an array of smaller makers.

101 colour illus • 56pp • 234 x 156 mm
2016 • ISBN 9781907700088 • PB £8.99
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